
Read it Yourself Bible Readings and Prayer

If you have a Bible at home you could find the stories of The Trick Question and the Parable
of the Vineyard in Matthew chapter 21 verses 33 to 39 and Matthew 22 verses 15 to 22.

If you don’t have a Bible at home, or perhaps you have a Bible that uses old language and is a
bit hard to understand then I’ve printed them below from newer versions of the Bible.

Parable of the Vineyard: Matthew chapter 21 verses 33 to 39
33 Jesus told the chief priests and leaders to listen to this story:

A land owner once planted a vineyard. He built a wall around it and dug a pit to crush
the grapes in. He also built a lookout tower. Then he rented out his vineyard and left
the country.

34 When it was harvest time, the owner sent some servants to get his share of the
grapes. 35 But the renters grabbed those servants. They beat up one, killed one, and
stoned one of them to death. 36 He then sent more servants than he did the first time.
But the renters treated them in the same way.

37 Finally, the owner sent his own son to the renters, because he thought they would
respect him. 38 But when they saw the man’s son, they said, “Someday he will own the
vineyard. Let’s kill him! Then we can have it all for ourselves.” 39 So they grabbed him,
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.

The Trick Question: Matthew 22 verses 15 to 22

15 The Pharisees got together and planned how they could trick Jesus into saying
something wrong. 16 They sent some of their followers and some of Herod’s
followers[a] to say to him, “Teacher, we know that you are honest. You teach the truth
about what God wants people to do. And you treat everyone with the same respect,
no matter who they are. 17 Tell us what you think! Should we pay taxes to the Emperor
or not?”

18 Jesus knew their evil thoughts and said, “Why are you trying to test me? You show-
offs! 19 Let me see one of the coins used for paying taxes.” They brought him a silver
coin, 20 and he asked, “Whose picture and name are on it?”

21 “The Caesar’s,” they answered.

Then Jesus told them, “Give the Caesar what belongs to him and give God what
belongs to God.” 22 His answer surprised them so much that they walked away.

Prayer is just talking to God.  God loves us to talk to Him:

 We can tell Him about the things we’ve been doing,

 We can tell Him we’re sorry if we’ve done something we shouldn’t have done,

 We can tell Him “thank you” for the things He does for us and the things He gives us,



 We can tell Him when we’re frightened,

 We can ask Him to be with us and give us peace and look after us,

 We can ask Him to give us the things that we need.

Why not pray now – you can just talk to God, He will always hear you, or you can write a
prayer and say it to Him or you can read a prayer like this one:

“Dear Lord Jesus.  Thank you for all the fun that we’ve had and all the things that we’ve
learned today. Thank you for the stories that You told and for all that we can learn from
them.  Help us to understand more about You as we learn together this week.

We pray for those people that are frightened and those that are unwell and those that are
alone that you will be with them.  We pray for our families and friends and we ask that you
will protect us and keep us safe.  Thank you.  Amen.”


